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A Fun and Educational F.1 English Bridging Course

The F.1 English Bridging Course was held from 2"
August to 6™ August this summer. The aims were to help
new F.1 students adapt to the new secondary school life, use
English as a tool for communication and build up a strong
foundation to prepare them for the F.1 English curriculum.

In order to achieve the above-mentioned objectives,
the course put emphasis on interaction amongst the new F.1
students. This was achieved through different group work or
interview tasks, having fun as well as being creative in the
English activities through drama, singing, slogan making and
poem writing. Furthermore, revising the common teaching

items of Primary Six and touching upon some Form One

items helped to build confidence. PN

JF1 students doing
! rehearsal for a
mini-drama

: \ : ‘? ‘ i J
The concept that English is not just a subject but

also a tool for entertainment was introduced to them and
actualized through a mini drama on “The Adventures of

Tom Sawyer” as well as listening to English songs.

Learning skills were taught in the course. For

example, in order to help students improve their spelling
ability and to pronounce confidently, they were taught
phonics items like short vowels, long vowels, consonants,
digraphs and diphthongs. Also, note-taking skills, such as
using mind map and graphic organizers were demonstrated
and practised by the students.

L

interviewing|
onejanother.

All new F.1 students were given chances to get to
know one another through interviews. The English terms
for new subjects, facilities and special rooms they had not
heard before in their primary schools were introduced to
them, such as, “Geography”, “Laboratory”, “visualizer”,
etc. Tasks and exercises on tenses, parts of speech and

prepositions of time were given as revision.

Their creativity was stimulated by being given
some tasks. They were asked to write an acrostic poem
individually and to make a slogan for sports games in
groups. They learned

and used new words.

Anew, F:A stu]dent presenting her,
sports!slogants

To practise writing skills, a blog

writing task about a

pumpkin recipe was

arranged for them. A e
Throughout the 5-day :
English Bridging Course, F.1 : ,_/_- e
students were fully engaged I"\ T_J ‘I\"‘. =
in the English activities and \"‘.‘ {
LAnew F.1

became more confident usin
& student showing ¢

her good work

m L

English. A solid foundation was
laid ahead of their F.1 school life.
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