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Tree planting in Mui Wo

Mr. Daniel Desilets
They say the apple does not
fall far from the tree. In my case,
“ .\ this expression is completely
: . true, my mother taught
.| English and my father taught
_/ Chemistry. My mother's father
7/ was a school teacher too so |
- guess that makes a few apples
at the foot of the tree!
| am from Winnipeg, Canada
which is sometimes called
'Wlnterpeg because it is one
of the coldest cities in Canada. After university, in
a miscalculated attempt to escape the cold, | left
Winnipeg for Japan to begin my teaching career.
The Ministry of Education sent me to northern Japan
and so | found myself buried in snow agaln In
those days, teaching was more challenglng in a way
because the Internet did not exist in schools yet. All
teaching materials were done by hand and we used
overhead prolectors a lot. How things have changed!
This is my seventh year at CASWCMC and
| am very happy with both my colleagues and my
students. The students at SWC are good kids. To
them, and to their parents, | would like to say that

Miss Kitty Digby

My name is Kitty Digby, and | am delighted to be working at
the Christian Alliance SW Chan Memorial College (SWC). My
nationality is British, but | was born in Singapore and lived in New
York, Houston, New Delhi, Bordeaux, as well as St Petersburg and
Vilnius. | went to a boarding school in the UK when | was in form
3, and studied History at the University of Edinburgh in Scotland,
where graduated from this July with a First Class Honours.

| enjoy reading and watercolour painting, cooking and baking
(and eating), music and singing, drama and theatre, and exercise
and hiking. My role at CASWCMC is to get students to speak
English with more confidence, and | have been lucky enough to do
this by introducing some of my hobbies to students, including an
“English Tea Party” cooking class and a week of arts and crafts.

| personally try to live by a quote by Albert Schweitzer:
“Success is not the key to happiness. Happiness is the key to
success.” My advice to all students, therefore, is to find a hobby
or interest that they do for no other reason than for fun, with no
agenda. Once you have found something you genuinely love,
then you can learn skills such as leadership, management,
organisation, working in a team, English skills, and the important
life lesson of achieving a healthy balance between studies and
pleasure. For me, this was the A Cappella society at University,
which made my academic success possible. It is never too late to
pick up a new hobby, to try new things, to be curious, and to enrich
your studies and your life with a passion that is truly your own.

although | may seem strict at times,
| am simply trying to squeeze the
best out of them because they
have so much potential. | believe
all children want to learn and |
hope that | can be of service in
this pursuit. Outside school, |
encourage all the students to read
as much as they can, especially
reading for pleasure. It is a very
effective way to improve their
English skills.

Graduating from the University of
Edinburgh this July with a First i
Class Honours in MA History. |

Hiking at the top of a live volcano!

Photo with a student
in SWC Graduation
| ceremony

Mr. Calum McCullagh

My name is Calum McCullagh and | come from the United Kingdom. | was mostly raised by my
grandmother along with my brothers and sisters who | remain very close to but unfortunately do not see
as often as | would like. University commitments, jobs and travels have taken us in different directions.

Most of my memorable times come from my university life. | feel university is the best for making
connections all around the world that last a lifetime. ‘Work Hard and Play Hard’ is something | recommend
to live by. When we study, we will certainly face challenges that we feel cannot be overcome, but all
obstacles are surmountable.

Travelling has been a unique opportunity to start learning things that | might not have been familiar
with before. Each new place | went to had something different about it that was really interesting and |
challenged myself to embrace these differences. Knowing that you have achieved something you did
not think you could achieve is the best feeling. That is a piece of advice to give to the students at SWC:
if you are travelling somewhere completely new, please go all out and experience everything there is to
learn, whether it is tasting new food, or engaging in conversation with a local resident, or going to social
gatherings. These are the moments that will travel with you for a lifetime.

The students at SWC are so pleasant and welcoming. | have enjoyed getting to know many of them
so far and look forward to meeting even more as the school year goes on. | advise SWC students to keep
focused on learning. If they feel they are not good at English, they should always give it another try to get

Photo at SWC better.
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